The 13 Colonies of America 

Delaware 


Founded: 1638 by Peter Minuit and others 

Major Industry: Agriculture (fishing), Manufacturing (lumbering) 

Major Cities: Wilmington 

Colony Named for: named for the Delaware tribe and for an early governor of colonial Virginia, Lord de la Warr 

Pennsylvania 
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Founded: 1682 by William Penn and others, at Philadelphia 

Major Industry: Agriculture (wheat, corn, cattle, dairy), Manufacturing (textiles, papermaking, shipbuilding) 

Major Cities: Philadelphia, Lancaster, York 

Colony Named for: William Penn and sylvania, Latin for "forest" 

New York 
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Founded: 1626 by Peter Minuit and others, on Manhattan Island 

Major Industry: Manufacturing (shipbuilding, iron works), Agriculture (cattle, grain, rice, indigo, wheat) 

Major Cities: New York City, Albany 

Colony Named for: Duke of York 

New Jersey 
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Founded: 1664 by English colonists 

Major Industry: Manufacturing (ironworking, lumbering) 

Major Cities: Trenton, Princeton 

Colony Named for: Isle of Jersey in England 

Rhode Island 
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Founded: 1636 by Roger Williams and others, at Providence 

Major Industry: Agriculture (livestock, dairy, fishing), Manufacturing (lumbering) 

Major Cities: Providence 

Colony Named for: Dutch for "red island" 

Connecticut 
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Founded: 1636 by Thomas Hooker and others, at Hartford 

Major Industry: Agriculture (wheat, corn, fishing) 

Major Cities: Hartford, New Haven 

Colony Named for: from an Algonquin word, quinnehtukqut, "beside the long tidal river" 

Massachusetts 
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Founded: 1630 by John Winthrop and others, at Massachusetts Bay 

Major Industry: Agriculture (fishing, corn, livestock), Manufacturing (lumbering, shipbuilding) 

Major Cities: Boston, Quincy, Plymouth, Salem, Lexington, Concord 

Colony Named for: Massachusetts tribe (word means "large hill place") 

New Hampshire 
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Founded: 1638 by John Wheelwright and others 

Major Industry: Agriculture (potatoes, fishing), Manufacturing (textiles, shipbuilding) 

Major Cities: Concord 

Colony Named for: county of Hampshire in England 

Maryland 
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Founded: 1633 by Lord Baltimore and others, at Baltimore 

Major Industry: Manufacturing (shipbuilding, iron works), Agriculture (corn, wheat, rice, indigo) 

Major Cities: Baltimore, Annapolis 

Colony Named for: Queen Henrietta Maria of England 

Virginia 
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Founded: 1607 by John Smith and others, at Jamestown 

Major Industry: Plantation agriculture (tobacco, wheat, corn) 

Major Cities: Jamestown, Williamsburg, Richmond 

Colony Named for: England's "Virgin Queen," Elizabeth I 

North Carolina 
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Founded: 1653 by Virginia colonists 

Major Industry: Plantation agriculture (indigo, rice, tobacco) 

Major Cities: Raleigh 

Colony Named for: from Carolus, the Latin word for "Charles," Charles I of England 

South Carolina 

[image: image11.jpg]


 

Founded: 1663 by English colonists 

Major Industry: Plantation agriculture (indigo, rice, tobacco, cotton, cattle) 

Major Cities: Charleston 

Colony Named for: from Carolus, the Latin word for "Charles," Charles I of England 

Georgia 
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Founded: 1732 by James Oglethorpe and others 

Major Industry: Agriculture (indigo, rice, sugar) 

Major Cities: Savannah 

Colony Named for: England's King George II 

___________________________________________________________________

The American colonies had houses of worship, but what the people learned in those church services depended on where they lived. 

Most New Englanders went for church services to the meetinghouse, where they often for other things as well. The meetinghouse was a large building in the center of a town area and was used for town meetings as well as religious services. 

Inside the meetinghouse were hard wooden benches. People sat on these benches for most of the day because that's how long the church services usually lasted. 

People who lived in the Middle and Southern colonies went to more familiar-looking churches. They, too, would sit in church for most of the day. Back then, going to church was a very important affair, and people believed that it should be an all-day event. 

What people believed depended on where they lived: 

· The New England colonists were largely Puritans, who led very strict lives. 

· The Middle colonists were a mixture of religions, including Quakers (led by William Penn), Catholics, Lutherans, Jews, and others. 

· The Southern colonists had a mixture of religions as well, including Baptists and Anglicans. 

In the 18th Century, the Great Awakening swept the colonies. This was a movement to refocus people's thoughts and minds on the church and religion. Famous preachers like George Whitefield and Jonathan Edwards brought many people into church. 

________________________________________________________________________

Farming in colonial differed in many ways from farming today. The most significant difference was in what crops were grown where. 

· Farmers in the New England Colonies had a rough time of it. Much of the soil wasn't good for growing crops, especially near the ocean. Also, the early and long-lasting winters killed many crops quickly. Still, New England farmers often grew enough food to feed their families and maybe even help feed other families. The main kind of food New Englanders contributed to the economy was fish. 

· Farmers in the Middle Colonies were the most prosperious of all. They grew wheat, barley, oats, rye, and corn. The Middle Colonies were often called the "breadbasket" because they grew so much food. Wheat could be ground to make flour, and both wheat and flour could be sold in other colonies or in Europe. 

· Farmers in the Southern Colonies grew several things. The most popular crop was tobacco. The Jamestown colonists had grown tobacco originally, and tobacco farms sprung up all over Virginia and North Carolina. The two southernmost states (South Carolina and Georgia) also grew indigo and rice. 

Farm equipment was also different. Colonial farmers didn't have the large machines that today's farmers have and so had to rely on manpower and animalpower.
_________________________________________________________________
If you were a school-age person in colonial America, you might have gone to a public or private school, just like you would today. But what you learned and how you learned it have changed through the years. 

· In the New England colonies, parents believed that their children should learn about Christianity. To that end, parents taught their children to read so they could read the Bible. And once those kids knew how to read, they could read school books as well. New England villages having more than 100 families set up grammar schools, which taught boys Latin and math and other subjects needed to get into college. And although girls could read, they weren't allowed to go to grammar school or to college. 

· Middle Colonies schools were also largely religious but taught the teachings of one religion. If you were a Catholic, you learned about the Catholic religion. Most schools were private. Students also learned other subjects so they could get into college. Again, girls weren't allowed to attend, unless they were Quakers. 

· School-age kids in the Southern Colonies were taught at home, for the most part, by their parents or by private tutors. When these kids became teenagers, they would then go off to college or to Europe. As in the other colonies, Southern girls did not go to school. 

Schools were generally small, not like the large ones many kids go to today. Kids learned to read from special books called hornbooks. 

Kids in colonial America were taught a trade, usually the one their fathers did, so they could continue the family business when their fathers retired. Often, kids would go to school and learn a trade. 

___________________________________________________________________
The American colonists had parks in their communities, but they didn't really have playgrounds or swing sets. 

In colonial America, the park was more commonly called the common. These areas were found especially in the New England colonies. Boston still has its common. 

The common was short for "common area," a large area in the center of a village or town where people would gather before and after meetings. The common usually contained the meetinghouse. New Englanders also let their cattle graze in the common. (This was a large area, after all!) 

Villages and towns in the Middle and Southern colonies had common areas as well. Here, children played, tutors instructed students, and families gathered to discuss the news of the day. Games kids played included tag, marbles, hopscotch, hide-and-seek, and other names familiar to kids today. They didn't really have toys, so they often made their own or played outdoor games that didn't require toys. An example of this is kids' making and flying their own kites. 

As is the case today with parks, colonial common areas provided an opportunity for people to gather in a safe place. 

_______________________________________________________________________

The American colonists got their food from several places. The modern supermarket that we know today, where you can get all kinds of food, was not an option back then. 

People who lived on the Atlantic coast often caught fish and whales. They sold fish and whale blubber at fish markets, which were usually down by the docks. 

Farmers who grew wheat, barley, corn, tobacco, or rice hauled their crops to a town market, where the crops were sold to people in that town or to traders who would ship the goods to other colonies. (These traders would send the goods by boat, on rivers or along the ocean coast, or on wagons.) 

A great many American colonists also took care of their own food needs. It was not uncommon for a farm family to have crops growing near the ocean while chickens, pigs, and cows were grazing nearby and for that same family to fish for clams and other fish down at the oceanside. This way, the family wouldn't have to buy food from anyone else. They might have apple trees and rows of corn and wheat. They might turn that corn into cornbread or cornmeal mush. They might turn that wheat into flour themselves and use it to bake bread. They might also hunt wild animals, like deer, rabbits, and turkeys. 

